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Message from the Chair 
 
What a busy January we had.   A committed and very talented team put on the 
pantomime, Snow White, in January and thrilled the largest audience we have 
had to date.  Many thanks to Conrad Toft and his team, with special thanks to 
the parent volunteers who spent many hours making sure that everything ran 
smoothly.  There is more about the panto later in the newsletter.  We also ran 
a very successful Burns Night social event, where more than 40 people came 
to the Warehouse including many newcomers, to hear poems recited by Hugh 
Dow and Eileen Sutton among others and to learn about and taste a few 
whiskies selected by Tim Middleton.  A good evening was had by all, as Bryony 
Ulyett explains below.  We are planning many more social events throughout 
the year (see list in this issue) and hope that lots of can come along to join in 
the fun. 
. 

Kerry Lydon, ECC Chair             chair@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

“AMADEUS” by Peter Shaffer 
Directed by Stephen Challens 

30 May – 3 June Bozar Studio Theatre 

“Amadeus” is cast!  They are rehearsing!  More 
rehearsal info, hopefully a few photos and definitely a 
booking link in our May ECCO.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/ECCBrussels/
https://twitter.com/eccbrussels
mailto:ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com
mailto:ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com
mailto:chair@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com


What happened – Snow White 
19-21 January 2018 
 
The ECC pantos are going from strength to strength. Don’t take my word for it – read the message 
from two appreciative audience members at the end of this review.*. 
 
The writing team added plenty of modern cultural references to the traditional fairy tale, and 
naturally a Belgian twist.  It was set in the frozen wastes of Snowmania, with more than a nod to the 
hit film “Frozen” whose theme tune was adapted for the show.  The traditional gorilla became an ice-
blue yeti and the mice became white snow mice.  The dwarfs were no longer Sneezy, Dopey, Grumpy 
and co. Instead they were emoji's: Likey, Hearty, Wow, Lol, Angry, Sadface and Poo.  The black light 
scene was a computer game and the visiting royals and their servants were, naturally, Belgian.  And 
the magic mirror that can answer any question you care to ask was, of course, Siri.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Siri Sparkles was her full name– last year’s Cinderella, Jen Cleal, now dressed head to toe in sparkly 
silver – and with her usual charm she introduced us to the court of the Evil Queen Narcissa, played 
by Josephine Draycott, who clearly relished being evil, as well as lending her considerable singing 
ability to the show.   
 

 

 
 
Our young heroine, Snow White, the vocally talented 
teenager Roisin Northcote, duly fell in love with her 
handsome prince, Leonidas de Neuhaus of Greater 
Belgium.  For a Belgian, he had a surprisingly Scottish-
sounding accent, and for a man he looked incredibly – 
well, not like a man.  Hannah Riley strutted her stuff 
across the stage in her blue high heeled boots with 
aplomb. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812044022139954&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=2048%2C1365
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812063568804666&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=2048%2C1365
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812063568804666&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=2048%2C1365
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812063178804705&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812041042140252&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812044188806604&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812043985473291&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=1365%2C2048
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812043985473291&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=1365%2C2048


 

 
 
Bringing the audience in on the act was the 
cheeky court Jester Muddles, aka Cath 
Howdle, who is panto incarnate.  Her “mum” 
was the gorgeous, lovely Cookie, in her I  
Paul Hollywood apron, outrageous wigs, and 
a very generous backside that Andy Fisk used 
to great effect as he shook and wiggled his 
way around the stage.   
 
  
 

 

Other comic turns included Conrad 
Toft positively roaring his way 
through the role of King Philbert of 
Belgium, Richard Hampton as a 
deftly daft, insistently 
incomprehensible Swedish Chef, 
Olaf, (married to Cookie), and the 
delightful comedy duo Godiva and  
Speculoos, played by Nicolas 
Jardrix and Katherine Cox, who 
were King Philbert’s bumbling 
Belgian servants.   
 

 
 
The dwarfs – actually fairies turned into dwarfs by the evil Queen and sent to mine for the magic 
Heart of the Mountain stone – were a cheeky, lively bunch of teenagers, who really, really wanted to 
be a girl band. The Yeti was another talented teenager, Alice Kitt, adding cuteness to the scariness.  
Then there were the seven all-singing, all-dancing snow mice (a bunch of eight year olds), whose 
appearance sent the cute-o-metre soaring sky high.   
 

 
 
Special credit must go to our huge, all child, chorus.  They are an experienced bunch now, many of 
them having appeared in previous pantos.  And it showed.  All 25 danced and sang like pros, as 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812040895473600&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812040755473614&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812053498805673&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812053498805673&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812067962137560&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=1365%2C2048
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812063125471377&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=1365%2C2048
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812063125471377&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=1365%2C2048
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812056135472076&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=2048%2C1365
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812044558806567&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=2048%2C1365
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812044385473251&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=2048%2C1365
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812040178807005&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=2048%2C1365


villagers, as courtiers or wedding guests, with some showing off their special vocal skills as 
maids/backing singers for Cookie, or their dancing skills as ballet dancers for Snow White and Queen 
Narcissa’s  beautiful rendition of “Let Snow”. 
 
All of that takes an incredible team effort.  Under the patient guidance of director Conrad Toft – who 
must take credit for many of the original ideas – several of the principals doubled up as crew.  
Josephine Draycott/Queen Narcissa was our choreographer, Andy Fisk/Cookie was the musical 
director, and Richard Hampton/Swedish chef created the incredible props, including Siri’s mirror box, 
the dwarfs emoji-themed beds, the “Respect” juke box, and of course the broken Heart of the 
Mountain, repaired with an allen key.  Jen Cleal/Siri headed up the make-up team, while Hannah 
Riley/Prince Leo designed the poster and assisted with the choreography.  Our lovely crew are too 
numerous to mention here, but special thanks to Ant McCarthy and Ulla Kemi on lights, Steve 
O’Byrne on sound, stage manager Andy Ing assisted by Alice Perry, and super efficient producer Kerry 
Lydon.  Finally a big shout out to all the amazing parent coordinators and helpers who got all those 
kids to the stage in the right costumes at the right time. Several also actually helped sew the 
costumes, notably the 25 courtier tabards.   
 
The audience loved it.  We had record ticket sales, of over 2,500 across five shows, and each time 
they joined in the fun with relish.  By the time the Prince Leo, Muddles, Cookie and co. marched 
through the mountains to find where Snow had run away to, to the tune of “500 Miles”, they were 
on their feet singing and dancing too.  That spirit carried right through to the applause at the end. 
Here is what two seasoned panto-goers thought of it: 
 

“Snow White 2018 - Best of your pantos so far! 
The mix of well chosen songs and story were really good and length just right.    Costumes fantastic 
and the luminous scene fun.    The Belgian twins were funnier than ever and the mice very agile.   The 
dwarves were updated in a really good way, there was some lovely singing and the whole thing 
worked together really well.     Good job!” 
Maggie Coulthard & Peter Wragg. 
 
For more pictures of the panto click on the links in the text above or go to 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3 
It’s worth it. 
 
 

 
 

 

CALLING FUTURE DIRECTORS – INVITATION TO PITCH 
 

Ever thought of directing a play? We have an opportunity for the ECC's January production, 
which we would like to give to a new director with an unusual or original idea. The ECC 
would provide all the usual support and help to set up the team. Think you have what it 
takes? Send a description of your idea in a few lines to 
committee@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com  for an informal chat. The Committee will expect 
shortlisted directors to present their project in person on 20 March.  More opportunities to 
pitch for future slots will follow.   
Fire up your imagination and come to us with your brightest ideas! 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1812040455473644&set=oa.2037820129796190&type=3&size=2048%2C1365
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Burns Night remembered 
Bryony Ulyett gets over her whisky hangover to tell us all about it: 
 
The ECC kicked off the 2018 social calendar 
on 26 January, with a few Scottish traditions 
in a light-hearted Burn's night celebration. 
Our favourite local poet Hugh Dow read us a 
few of his own rhotic creations, 
including one about a cuddy, while both 
familiar and new faces enjoyed the whiskey 
aromas brought to us by Janet & Tim 
Middleton.   

 

 

 
 

 

The subtle flavours of Lowland, Speyside, Campbeltown and 
Islay were introduced and brought to life by Tim with a double 
quiz - "which is which whisky" (oof that was not easy) and some 
Scottish trivia (at least one person knew that King Macbeth had 
actually reigned for 17 years on the Scottish throne). The quiz 
winners were a pair of Irish newcomers who are in Brussels for 
a few months, while on tour with their educational 
performance troupe.  
 
 

 
Janet made sure guests didn't get too mad wi' it behind the bar and that our gastronomic 
experience was complete, including a tasting of both veggie and original haggis which Boff 
Muir kindly provided.  
 
Around 15 people from outside the theatre world got an insight into ECC antics and all of us 
had a great time. Special mention goes to Richard Hampton for wearing a kilt-ish 
costume with handmade regalia, and braving the Brussels cold to look the part!  
 

 
 
 

 

http://hughdowpoems.com/2016/06/28/the-clydesdale-horse/
https://www.facebook.com/ECCBrussels/videos/2078765432359054/
https://www.facebook.com/ECCBrussels/videos/2078765432359054/
http://www.macsween.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BebhYjqAt48/?taken-by=eccbrussels
https://www.instagram.com/p/BebhYjqAt48/?taken-by=eccbrussels


 
ECC SOCIAL EVENTS FOR 2018 

 
The ECC Committee has decided to organise regular social events throughout the year. Below is the 
schedule of events planned so far, so get your diaries out.  Most events will be in the Warehouse and 
will begin at 8.00 pm but exact details for each event will be communicated nearer the time.  

 

o 23 March – Quizz   

o 20 April - Just a Minute   

o 22 June - Games Night  

o July - Afternoon tea   

o August – nothing due to holidays  

o 14 September – Pitch Night for Directors  

o October – Quizz  

o 16 November - Wine tasting   

o 14 December - Christmas  Party  
 
 
 
 

More ECC News 
 
Your environmentally conscious theatre group: In an effort to control the use of plastic, the 
ECC supports serving drinks in real glass glasses rather than disposable ones. 
 
 

Warehouse news 
 
Courtyard: CAST have reminded us that there must be NO parking in the courtyard, unless you 
are handicapped or you are unloading. 
 

Warehouse room bookings:  Malinda Coleman is stepping down after eight years’ loyal 
service. CAST are still looking for a volunteer to replace her.  Please go to 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/brussels.butties/permalink/1351953584950556/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/brussels.butties/permalink/1351953584950556/


Monthly Play Readings 
 

March Play Reading  
7 March - 7.45pm for 8pm start 

Janet Middleton will lead us in reading 
August: Osage County by Tracy Letts 

Chez Janet at: 
Rue des Atrebates 27, 1040 Brussels 

  

 

 August: Osage County is a black comedy with a wide range of interesting characters, 
making it an ideal choice for play reading.  In 2008 it won the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for Drama. 

This is what Janet says:   

“March will be a little bit different!  And I’m quite excited about it.  It’s a script I’d forgotten I had, and simply 
can’t remember buying. Some of you may have seen the film with Benedict Cumberbatch, Meryl Streep and 
Julia Roberts (order of listing Ed’s choice!).  Or even at the National Theatre in London.  It strikes me as a 
modern Tennessee Williams.  I’m trying to cut it, but so far it just seems too good!.” 
 
And this is what the online SuperSummary tells us: “Centering on a tense family reunion in a small Oklahoma 
town, the play is dominated by Violet Weston, an eccentric family matriarch who has a contentious relationship 
with her husband and children. When a family tragedy brings all the survivors together again, old wounds and 
hurts are reopened as the family is forced to confront its past and presence. Set during several weeks in 
August, the play explores themes of family, secrets, and small-town Americana in an unflinching tone, August: 
Osage County is considered the defining work of Letts’ career and one of the best modern American plays.” 
 
Characters 
Beverly Weston:  The father of the Weston family, aged 69, an alcoholic and washed-up poet.  
Violet Weston:  The mother of the Weston family, aged 65. Undergoing treatment for oral cancer, she is 
addicted to several prescription drugs, and  is sharp-tongued and shrewd. 
Barbara Fordham:  The oldest daughter of the Weston Family, age 46. Mother of Jean and wife of Bill, she 
wants to save her marriage, but has the intense need to control everything around her as it falls apart. 
Ivy Weston:  The middle daughter of the Weston family, age 44. The only daughter to stay in Oklahoma, her 
calm and patient exterior hides a passionate woman who is gradually growing cynical. 
Karen Weston:  The youngest daughter in the Weston family, age 40. She is newly engaged to Steve, whom she 
considers the “perfect man”. Karen can talk of little else but her own happiness. 
Bill Fordham:  Barbara’s estranged husband and Jean’s father, age 49. He has left his wife for a younger woman 
but wants to be there for his family. His marriage is disintegrating and his patience is slowly running thin. 
Jean Fordham:  Bill and Barbara’s smart-tongued 14-year-old daughter. She smokes pot and cigarettes, is a 
vegetarian, loves old movies, and is bitter about her parents’ split. 
Steve Heidebrecht:  Karen’s fiancé, age 50. A businessman in Florida (whose business may be less than 
legitimate). 
Mattie Fae Aiken:  Violet’s sister, Charlie’s wife and Little Charles’ mother, age 57. Just as jaded as her sister, 
Mattie Fae constantly belittles her son and antagonizes her husband. 
Charlie Aiken:  Husband of Mattie Fae and father of Little Charles, age 60. Charlie, a genial man, struggles to 
get Mattie Fae to respect Little Charles. 
“Little” Charles Aiken:  Son of Mattie Fae and Charlie, 37 years old. Unemployed and clumsy, his mother calls 
him a “screw-up”, which may be a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
Johnna Monevata:  A Cheyenne Indian woman, age 26, whom Beverly hires as a live-in housekeeper shortly 
before he disappears. Violet is prejudiced against her, but she wins over the other family members with her 
cooking skills, hard work, and empathy. Johnna is the silent witness to much of the mayhem in the house. 
Sheriff Deon Gilbeau:  A high-school classmate and former boyfriend of Barbara’s, age 47. 

https://maps.google.com/?q=Rue+des+Atrebates+27,+1040+Brussels&entry=gmail&source=g


 

 

 

Can You Help our Play Reading Group? 

Mary and Barbara have gamely hosted us for many, many, years – but now it really is time 
for them to be given some time off!  One or two people have offered to host from time to 
time – many thanks to them - … is there anyone else who would be willing to let us invade 
their sitting room occasionally? 

It would also be great to hear from anyone willing to lead a play reading – with or without a 
play in mind!  We have a list of plays you can choose from!    
 

Just contact ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com.  Many thanks. Janet 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS/EVENTS 
 
 

ITG Woman and Scarecrow  
27 February to 3 March 

  
ATC Steel Magnolias 

6-10 March 
  
ECC Amadeus 

30 May – 3 June 
  
BSS A Man for All Seasons 

9-16 June 

 

Click on the name of the theatre group above to go directly to their website.   
For more information and auditions see also www.theatreinbrussels.com 
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