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Message from the Chair 
A huge congratulations to Malinda Coleman and her team for our first show of the 
season ‘Life Reflected’. I’m sure that all those who saw it will agree that it was an 
inspiring, inventive piece of theatre.  Read more about it in Bryony Ulyett’s review 
below. Also in this ECCO is news of our pantomime Snow White, on 19-21 January. The 
panto has become something of an ECC tradition and the writing, production and 
onstage team go from strength to strength each year.  Tickets are selling fast so book 
yours soon! Later in January, we are hosting our very first Burns Night celebration 
where we will have whisky tasting, readings, traditional Scottish music and other fun 
and games. I hope to see many of you there and we are thinking of making this an 
annual event on the calendar.  We would also like to have a social event such as this 
regularly throughout 2018 so that our community can get together even when we are 
not in the throes of putting on a show.  Our members are our greatest asset and we 
want to get to know you better and hear your views.  
 
The Committee wishes you all the best for the holiday season and looks forward to 
seeing you all in 2018.  
. 

Kerry Lydon, ECC Chair             chair@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com 
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In rehearsal – Snow White 
 
It’s Panto time!!  Your ECC Panto Team has been hard at it for months, preparing the script, choosing 
the songs, choreographing the dances and then – rehearsing.  Every Sunday the kids from our 
massive chorus have been put through their paces, being drilled in their dance steps and honing 
their vocal skills.  Meanwhile the principals have been striving to keep up with them, meeting two 
even three times a week, being as evil/daft/chirpy as only they know how.  And practising terrible 
jokes.  Really terrible.  (They change, depending on what is happening in the news that week.) 
 

 
“Really?  The script says THAT??” 

 

 
 

 

 
Down in the workshop our talented and dedicated artist-
cum-craftsman has been making some truly fantastic 
props. When he’s not rehearsing that is – he is also in the 
cast. And every now and then a mad costume lady dashes 
in, trying to measure the kids, working out what outfits 
they need to make sure they all look utterly fabulous.  
Although it is Snow White’s dress made by our specially 
drafted dressmaker that you really need to look out for. 
The parents have been roped in too, not only 
shepherding the kids (they don’t actually need much 
shepherding...) but helping with sewing, painting, 
whatever needs to be done.  It is a huge team effort.   
 

 
 
As a result, this year’s show will be bigger, better and more musical than ever.  Even the dame sings – 
rather well actually, and with backing singers.  The evil queen is especially nasty, our beautifully 
handsome prince thigh-slaps with panache, our young snow princess will charm the hardest of 
hearts, our chuckly clown is super chuckly and our daft duo are particularly clumsy.  Actually, there 
are several daft characters, not least the king and the cook. All the old favourites are back – including 
mice and a gorilla, but this time with a twist.  The delightful dwarves have a few surprises up their 
sleeves too. 
 
To find out more you will have to see the show.  Book soon because tickets are selling fast! 
 
Snow White 
Auderghem Cultural Centre 
Friday, 19 January 2018 (20:00), Saturday, 20 January 2018 (13.30 & 17:00) & Sunday, 21 January 
2018 (13.30 & 17:00). 
https://thelittleboxoffice.com/ecc 

https://thelittleboxoffice.com/ecc


 
REVIEW – LIFE REFLECTED 
By Bryony Ulyett 
 

 
After seeing the first performance of “Life reflected” on 9 November, 
I took to Facebook to express what a wonderful surprise it was, 
even to me who knew both the texts and the performers. I was 
unable to take part in the production due to work commitments – 
this turned out to be my loss entirely. 
 
 
The final result would have been a surprise for any of the actors, whose list of texts was compiled 
over many months. What started as Malinda Coleman’s intention, with the auditions for “staged 
poetry about the different stages of life,” and the selection of the right readers for each poem, 
progressively evolved into the characters and story that would become “Life Reflected”. I wish the 
cast could see now how beautifully it turned out on stage, to an audience that may have started out 
as poetry purists, but grew and blossomed, performance after performance, into an engaged 
theatrical audience. 
 
 
 
 
Although Malinda’s idea was to have 
three couples, representing youth, middle 
and older age, none of the performers 
were completely boxed into age-specific 
parts. Malinda used the rich layers of her 
selection of poems to get her actors to 
carry universal messages about 
introspection, foresight and hindsight, and 
the subjectivity of time. Lyn Wainwright’s 
lighting design helped blend the 
transitions from one poem to another, 
which the cast of six dealt with fluidly, 
waltzing in and out of the picture (with 
different props and costumes for each 
poem) and pausing on stage to interact 
with one another, sometimes in silence, 
sometimes in unison. 

 

 
Because not all of life is grave or lyrical, there were plenty of reasons to smile throughout. This is 
the verse, My Mother and A Puppy called Puberty are some of the funniest poems I have ever 
seen performed. David Steen’s ability to shift from dry humour to gravity gave him the perfect tone 
for courting the likes of Janet Middleton, who performed gracefully and reflectively throughout, and 
beautifully complemented Mark Prescott’s playful attitude to seduction. Mark revealed himself to be 
a talented poet himself, by writing the amusing and rhyming opening address of the evening (about 
security and housekeeping). A very special mention should also go to Eileen Sutton, who not only 
produced and stage managed the show, but also performed Sylvia Plath’s Metaphors with the 
subtle ambivalence of a mother’s expectations. 
 

  

 



 
 
Who would have thought poetry and performance could come together in such a theatrical 
way? Malinda Coleman, that’s who. There’s nothing boring or static about Malinda’s vision of life - 
it’s all about movement, emotion and surprise. It turned out to be less about the poems than it was 
about the story of life. From the playfulness of children to the wisdom of age, and the ups and 
downs we all experience in between, I got a sense of what was yet to come, and laughed at what 
had passed.  
 
The performers were all excellent and really did justice to this original composition, but I am mostly 
impressed (and proud) that such an unexpected and creative piece was staged in an amdram 
setting, when it clearly deserves its place on a professional stage. With both admiration and sheer 
pleasure, thank you ECC for this gem of an evening! 
 
 
 
 

ECC Social Event 
26 January 2018 - 8pm 

 

 

 
Join us for a BURNS NIGHT! 

The Bar Room 
The Warehouse, Rue Waelhem 69 

 
We will have a Scottish-themed evening, with an 

optional WHISKY TASTING & QUIZ! 
 

Entry to the evening is free, and there will be a pay bar 
and some Scottish-themed nibbles for sale! 

 

 
 

Optional Whisky Tasting €10 
 

We will be led in the tasting of a variety of whiskies by 
our very own fully trained expert, Mr. Timothy 

Middleton MBA, UofS-T*.  Tim has spent many years 
studying this elegant drink, and is delighted to have the 

opportunity to share his knowledge with the ECC 
community.  

 
* Many Bottles At Home, University of Self-Taught. 

 

Please register that you wish to participate by 
emailing janet.in.brussels@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 
It would be helpful to know how many people to expect for the evening, so if you are 
planning on joining us please register here:  https://doodle.com/poll/nb6ak3hea855xkve or 
email: janet.in.brussels@gmail.com 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/malinda.coleman?fref=mentions
https://maps.google.com/?q=Rue+Waelhem+69&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:janet.in.brussels@gmail.com
https://doodle.com/poll/nb6ak3hea855xkve
mailto:janet.in.brussels@gmail.com


Monthly Play Readings 
 

January Play Reading - Please note that we will meet on the second Wednesday in January! 

10 January - 7.45pm for 8pm start 
Graham Andrews will lead us in reading 

Don Juan in Hell 
at 

The Bar Room, The Warehouse, Rue Waelhem 69 

 Don Juan in Hell, a philosophical debate between Don Juan and the Devil,  is actually the 
long third act of George Bernard Shaw's Man and Superman, which shows Don Juan having 
a conversation with several characters in Hell.  This is often cut, and often performed as a 

separate play.  

  

The Chicago Reader summarises it thus: 

Of all Shaw's many plays, Don Juan in Hell is perhaps the most problematic--largely because 
it's not actually a play at all. Stuck in the middle of the third act of Man and Superman, Don 
Juan in Hell is a kind of Shavian dream ballet: a dream debate, if you will. The hero of Man 
and Superman, Jack Tanner, who is being relentlessly pursued by Ann Whitefield, comes in 
contact with a group of bandits. Tanner falls asleep in their company and dreams Don Juan 
in Hell, a philosophical dialogue in which Tanner becomes Don Juan, Ann becomes Juan's 
former love, Dona Ana, Ann's guardian turns into Don Gonzalo, Ana's father, and the bandit 
leader, Mendoza, is transformed into the Prince of Darkness himself. 

The subtitle for Man and Superman is "A Comedy and a Philosophy," and while all of Shaw's 
work contains a hefty amount of philosophizing, Don Juan in Hell indulges in pure ideology. 
Shavian principles are put into the mouth of Don Juan and pitted against societal ideals, 
which are put into the mouth of the Devil; as expected, the writer comes out the victor. 
Shaw has a great deal of fun with the debate, even mocking his own wordiness and para-
doxical morality. The strength of the piece lies in the intelligence and seductiveness of the 
opposing viewpoints. When Don Juan emerges triumphant, he has indeed won a grand bat-
tle of wits, not merely toppled idiotic ideals. Shaw's Mephistopheles has the charm and sa-
gacity of Oscar Wilde, and indeed the battle reflects Shaw's disdain for Wilde's brand of fri-
volity, his way of squandering his brilliance on petty entertainments. 

If you wish to join us please register at:  https://doodle.com/poll/nz3zbp3g24xqswti 

 

Please Note:  Do not email Janet! She will not be registering attendance in January! 

 

 

Can You Help our Play Reading Group? 

Mary and Barbara have gamely hosted us for many, many, years – but now it really is time 
for them to be given some time off!  Many thanks to Malinda and Rina for offering to 

https://doodle.com/poll/nz3zbp3g24xqswti


host from time to time … is there anyone else who would be willing to let us invade their 
sitting room from time to time? 

It would also be great to hear from anyone willing to lead a play reading – with or without a 
play in mind!  We have a list of plays you can choose from!    
 

Just contact ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com.  Many thanks. Janet 

 
 
 
 

 
 

And briefly: a reminder of our upcoming production  
“AMADEUS” by Peter Shaffer 

Directed by Stephen Challens 
30 May – 3 June Bozar Studio Theatre 

Director The auditions have been held, the theatre is booked and at the time of writing director 
Stephen Challens is still busy making his final, very difficult casting decisions.  Too much 
talent to choose from – but he is getting there! More info in our next ECCO. 

 

FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS/EVENTS 
 
 

ECC ‘Snow White  
19-21 January 

  
BSS A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

22-27 January 

  

ITG Woman and Scarecrow  
27 February to 3 March 

  

 

Click on the name of the theatre group above to go directly to their website.   
For more information and auditions see also www.theatreinbrussels.com 
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