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Letter from the Chair: 

 
 

Hello and welcome to ECCO! 

It is difficult to see a set taken down, props disposed of, costumes cleaned and put away  
and everything else that happens when a show finishes, but that's theatre life.  As 

Separate Tables was ending its hugely successful run, so A Dog’s Life  was being cast, 
the set was being planned, and the rehearsal schedule was being drawn up. 

With A Dog’s Life  being a one-act play set in kennels, and with some of the actors 
playing dogs, it couldn't really be much different from our previous, or next production! 

You may wonder why we are putting on this play!  Well below you'll discover that it is our 

entry in this year’s FEATS, an annual English-language theatre festival which this year  is 
being held in Antwerp.  I hope that this will encourage many of you to come along and 

support this fabulous festival, and of course, Christine and her team in particular!!   

I hope to see many of you over the FEATS long weekend, and I am  
sure we will all get to see some fantastic theatre there.  

 

 

 

Sue - chair@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com 

All pet owners have a natural tendency to attribute human thoughts and 
emotions to their four-legged companions. When I hear my dog sigh I believe he 
feels he is carrying the weight of the world on his shoulders. When he 
understands he is about to be brought to the park his joy is so vivid nothing else 
seems to count. And yet who knows what they would want to say to us if they 
could speak? In this lovely short piece, set in an animal shelter, Pam Valentine 
tries her hand at giving dogs a voice and the result is both hilariously funny and 
extremely moving. 
 
There is a talented cast, comprising of:  
 
Ben (a battered old mongrel) Ted Fletcher  
Fritz (a tough and rough German shepherd) Chris Russ 
Fifi (an overweight poodle) Anna Holmen 
Ginger (a bouncy and excitable young pup)      Michael Motwani   
The Warden                                                       Hugh Dow     
The Woman Visitor                                           Sara Hammerton   
 
The production is fortunate in having the experienced Sue Botterell as its Stage 
Manager and Andy Ing as its Producer.  Other production team members are 
Conrad Toft, Alice Perry, Anthony McCarthy, Iona Hamilton and Malcolm 
Hiseman. 
 

More FEATS information follows … 
 

The ECC FEATS 2012 Entry 
 

A Dog’s Life 
 

By Pam Valentine 

Friday 25th May 

 

mailto:ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199504640067452


 

 

  

This year the participating groups will be:  
 

AATG - The Hague (NL) IDEA - Dordrecht (NL) 

CATS - Rheindalen (DE) ITG - Brussels (BE) 

ECC - Brussels (BE) De Waanzin - Ghent (BE) 

Enitiy Theatre - Munich (DE) TIE - Waterloo (BE) 

FEST - Frankfurt (DE) TLS - Frankfurt (DE) 

GEDS - Geneva (CH) Turin Theatre Company - Turin (IT) 

 
Running Order :  
 

  GROUP PLAY 

Friday  
25 May 

GEDS Comic Potential (Alan Aykbourn) 

  IDEA Airfield (Bob W. Tucker) 

  ECC A dog's life (Pam Valentine) 

Saturday 
26 May 

ENTITY THEATRE 
COMPANY 

3 nights with Madox (Matei Visniec) 

  AATG 
Will you take this man (Lindsay Uittenbogaard) original 
script 

  
TURIN THEATRE 
COMPANY 

Check please (Jonathan Rand) 

Sunday  
27 May 

Theatre De WAANzin Juliet's Letters (Jennifer Crooks) original script 

  ITG Salome (Oscar Wilde) 

  TIE Gargantua (Carl Grose) 

Monday  
28 May 

CATS Pride at Southanger Park (Rupert Bean) 

  TLS  Three voices (Sylvia Plath) 

  FEST 
The Devil with three golden hairs (Mike Riepl) original 
script 

 
 
Ticket Prices (including booking fee) 
 

 Single Ticket: 19 EUR 
 Season ticket (4 nights): 60 EUR 
 Cast/crew ticket (3 nights): 50 EUR 
 Student (up to 25 years) single ticket: 15 EUR 

 
For more information on FEATS 2012 visit the website: http://www.feats2012.be/ 

 

 

http://www.feats2012.be/


 Forthcoming ECC Auditions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Move over Mrs. Markham exposes the intricacies and complications which ensue when 
different sets of hopeful lovers all converge on the bedroom of the Markhams' supposedly 
empty flat.   Children’s books publisher, Philip Markham, and his wife Joanna are having their 
small London flat redecorated.  They prepare to go out for the evening, unaware that their 
interior designer Alistair and their maid Sylvie are planning to spend the night there. Phillip’s 
business partner Henry also wants to borrow the flat that evening to entertain Felicity. As 
Philip reluctantly agrees to allow Henry to use the flat, he is unaware that Henry's wife Linda 
has had an identical conversation with Joanna, about entertaining her lover, Walter, on the 
same night.  Everybody gets the wrong end of the stick and there is a lot of door slamming, 
bed-hopping, women in their underwear and men without their trousers.  Further confusion 
and mistaken identity ensues in Act 2 with the arrival of Olive who is looking for a new 
publisher.   For further information email markhammoveover@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presumption is a two-character theatre piece devised by Sheffield group Third Angel in 2007. 

This is a relationship play with a difference. It starts with an empty stage, and we witness the 
evolution of the relationship of a 30 to 40 something couple through the accumulation of set 
and props, moved onstage by the actress and actor themselves. After an extensive UK tour, 
Third Angel’s production of Presumption was presented at the Edinburgh Fringe of 2007, and 
then came to Brussels that same year. 

Rehearsals will begin late September, and will include physical warm-ups and improvisation 
work. 

The acting challenges in Presumption are multiple: good memory, physical robustness (for 
furniture moving), and sensitive characterisation. Malinda is looking for enthusiastic 
performers who are interested in offering creative input to the final production. 

Anyone interested in auditioning is encouraged to contact Malinda, who can provide more 
information, including an electronic copy of the text: 0474 937244 or email Malinda at 
malinda_coleman@hotmail.com 

 

MOVE OVER MRS. MARKHAM  

By Ray Cooney 

Directed by Hugh Dow 

 

2 - 6 & 9 - 13 October 2012 

Warehouse Studio Theatre 

 
 

Auditions: 

2 pm on Sunday 13 May  

11 am on Sunday 20 May  

8 pm on Wednesday 30 May 30 

All chez Dow, 15 rue Glycinnes,  
1030 Brussels (off Blvd Lambermont) 

Roles for 4 men and 5 women of varying 
ages & opportunities for backstage work. 

 

PRESUMPTION 
Devised by Third Angel 

Directed by Malinda Coleman 

11-15 December 2012 

Warehouse Studio Theatre 

 

Auditions: 

7.30 pm on Tuesday 26 June 

7.30 pm on Thursday 28 June  

11am on Sunday 1 July 

All at The Warehouse 

Roles for 1 man and 1 woman 

 

mailto:markhammoveover@gmail.com
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  ECC Committee 2012 

Sue Botterell  Chair 
Martin Blackwell  Treasurer 

Mark Prescott Secretary 

Andy Ing Feats 
Conrad Toft Website 

Iona Hamilton  
Janet Middleton Ecco 

Lyn Wainwright Membership (Temp) 

Rachel Cuff  
Rory Harvey-

Kelly 

 

Sara Hammerton Publicity 

 

 

Porgie & Bess in Canterbury 

Unfortunately the performance we were planning to see 
has been cancelled!   

Therefore, despite the enthusiasm for this trip we have 
had to cancel it.   

However, the new programme for the Marlowe Theatre 
will soon be out, so watch this space! 

What are you doing in 2014? 

The ECC is delighted that we have our 2012/13 and 2013/14 seasons 
fully planned, but this doesn’t mean that we aren’t still looking ahead! 

We are planning a 2014/15 Planning Meeting sometime in the 
early autumn – so if you have a play you’d like to produce/direct, then 
will be your chance to put it forward.  New directors always warmly 
welcome! 

More details to follow soon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BUTTIES 2012 
 

HOLD THIS 
DATE! 

7th July 2012 
 

All theatre-lovers 
welcome! 

Voting information 
will be sent out to all 
those eligible (ie 
anyone whose name 
has appeared in a 
programme this 
season!) 

Are You Interested in Learning More about  

Designing and Running Lights for Theatre Productions? 

Experienced lighting designer and technician, Carsten Koester 
will host a Theatre Lighting Workshop on  
2nd and 3rd June 2012 - ALL WELCOME, but spaces are limited! 

The workshop will run for two full days (Saturday / Sunday), from 10am-
5pm both days. People are encouraged to attend both days but can attend 
one day only, if they wish. 

 Saturday will focus on technical aspects: Different types of lanterns, 
rigging, cabling, how to handle the lanterns, how to adjust/focus them, and 
how to use the lighting controller (desk). 

Sunday will focus more on the creative/artistic aspects: Working with 
colours, how lighting from different angles creates different effects, and 
working through lighting cues in a theatre play. 

If you are interested and want to book your place, or would like more 
information, mail Kerry Lydon at kerry.lydon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

As ECCO Editor I am afraid of being accused of being 

self-congratulatory on behalf of the ECC, but 
CONGRATULATIONS  must go to Diana Morton-
Hooper and all her Separate Tables team on 
another very successful ECC production, which was 
very well received by its audiences.   
Well Done All! 
 

Contact us! 
ecco@ecc.the
atreinbrussels.
com 

 

mailto:kerry.lydon@gmail.com
mailto:ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com
mailto:ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com
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Monthly Playreadings 
 

The ECC is extremely grateful to Mary and Barbara for their generous hospitality, allowing us to 
enjoy an evening informally reading some favourite plays. 
 
We are also grateful to the members who make suggestions about which plays we should read and 
who organise us to take turns at reading. 
 
If you have a play you think we would enjoy, please do suggest it!  You don’t need to be the 
‘Leader’ for the evening, but if you’d like to, well, that would be just great too!  Mary is happy to 
receive your suggestions!   
 
We also have a ‘library’ of texts, and if you’d like to browse that for ideas, again, talk to Mary! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Playreadings  

2 May – Arsenic and Old Lace 
 
Malinda Writes:  The May 2 playreading will be continue and conclude Arsenic and Old Lace.  There 
will be a brief summary of Act 1 (read in April), then we will reread Act 2, and discover the finale of 
Act 3.  We had a hilarious evening in April, so the May reading should be equally enjoyable.  The 
ATC is holding auditions for its autumn production of this play early in June, and the director may 
be at the ECC playreading.  It will take place chez Mary Pritchard, 32 ave. Bel Air, 1180 Brussels 

  

6 June – The Way of the World 
 
A Restoration Comedy by William Congreve.  Diana Morton-Hooper Deeks will lead us.  More 
information on that will follow later. 
 

We meet at 7.45 for an 8pm start! 

Please ring Mary for further information and to let her know if you are going to come 

along: 02 345 85 83  

(Anytime, but you are most likely to catch Mary between 8-10 or 20-22h) 
 

Why do we need to let Mary know?  Partly so that our hostess can ensure that there are 
enough chairs out for us all and re-arrange their furniture, and partly in case it is necessary to 
make a last minute change of venue. 
 

Contributions to drinks and nibbles always welcome! 
 

 
 

 

Would you like to host the playreading one month? 

If so – please let Mary know!  She and Barbara will not be offended! 



 
 

   
 

Other Forthcoming Events...  

For more information and auditions see www.theatreinbrussels.com  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shakespeare Festival 2012.  For further information about the 37 plays being performed in 37 
languages (including where to hear the Prince of Denmark speaking in Danish) go to 
http://www.worldshakespearefestival.org.uk/.  Also if  you tune in to Radio 4 you can’t help but 
be aware of The Bard at the moment:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/features/shakespeares-
restless-world/ 
 
The Brussels Shakespeare Society will be auditioning for their November 2012 production of 
Richard II on 8, 9 & 10 May.  There will be possible recalls on 23 & 24 May. The auditions will be 
held at 40, Rue de Belle-Vue, BXL 1050  See: www.shaksoc.com 

The American Theatre Company will be auditioning for their October production of Arsenic 
and Old Lace on Sunday 3 and 6 June at The Warehouse.  Contact Adam at 
broomdykes@hotmail.com. See http://atc.theatreinbrussels.com/upcoming-auditions/  

National Theatre Live will re-broadcast their award-winning production of Frankenstein in 
June (date tbc).  The autumn season includes The Last of The Haussmans (11 October -  Julie 
Walters & Rory Kinnear), and Timon of Athens (1 November - Simon Russell Beale).  It is yet to 
be confirmed that these will be screened in Belgium, so keep an eye on the NT Live and Kinepolis 

websites. 

If you hear of any productions coming up in English in Brussels or Belgium, why not share 
with your ECC friends? Send details to Janet for inclusion in the next ECCO: 

ecco@ecc.theatreinbrussels.com 

  

It might  not be too late to get a ticket for Becket. Although at 
the time of writing only a few seats are still available: 

tickets.etceteral@gmail.com or telephone 0492 64 1660   

THIS WEEK 

http://www.theatreinbrussels.com/
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http://atc.theatreinbrussels.com/upcoming-auditions/
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